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Covenant News is
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Rev. Abraham D. Allende, Pastor

O Lord, you are my Clod; I will exalt you, ) will praise your name;
fot you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and suze.
Dear Covenant community of faith:
“Where has the summer gone?”

That is the question that is on most everyone’s mind as we enter the month of
September. It also seems that the older we become, the quicker time flies. It is
astounding for me to imagine that September marks two years since I began my
call as your Pastor. If I were the President of the United States, I would be
halfway through my term. Nevertheless, it is always customary, especially on
anniversary dates, for anyone in any position of leadership to pause and reflect on
what has been accomplished and what still needs to be done. In looking back over
the last 12 months we have made a few strides forward, but taken some in reverse
as well.

I confess that I looked at the article I wrote for last September’s Covenant
News and was tempted to copy it verbatim to see whether anyone really reads and
pays attention to what is written in this space. But there were enough specific
references in it to give away the fact that it wasn’t current. So what follows is my
analysis of this past year as well as a look ahead.

The most notable new activity was the Farmer’s Market that began in June. It
has been delightful to see the expressions on people’s faces when they come to the
market for the first time and to observe the interaction between the neighborhood
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Many exciting events are on
the fall schedule. Please be sure
to plan for them!

Wed. 9/7: Women's Bible
Study resumes; 11:30 AM.

Thurs. 9/8: Bible Breakfast
resumes; 6:30 AM.

Sunday 9/11: Rally Day

Rite of Blessing of Sunday
School Teachers during the
service and Sunday School
Program to kick off the Sunday
School Year.

Saturday, 10/8, 5:00 PM:

The Blessing of the Animals

in celebration of the Feast of St.
Francisis of Assisi. Bring your
pets to be blessed at this service,
which will be held outdoors if
weather permits, or in the Parish
Hall.

Saturday, 10/22 1:00-3:00 Fall
Harvest Festival and Market.
See back cover for details.

(Pastor's Perspective; continued from page 1)

residents and our Covenant volunteers as they develop new relationships. I
emphasize that the Kingdom of Heaven is built on relationships such as these
that are being created each Saturday. I envision this market growing as I look
forward to the future.

The Camp Genesis children’s summer experience was a huge success as it
more than doubled in attendance in its second year on our site. This partnership
with the Warrensville Road Baptist Church has been meaningful in that it has
allowed children to grow in body, mind and spirit in a healthy, Christ-centered
environment and has reached across denominational lines.

And speaking of reaching, we developed a new motto for the congregation:
“Reaching out, reflecting Christ, renewing lives.” It will be some time before
it becomes a habit for all of us, but early indications are that many are learning,
remembering and repeating it as we live into it with each passing day.

Space doesn’t allow me to evaluate specifically each and every thing that has
taken place in the past year but overall, I notice a sense of warmth, cheerfulness
and caring among the people of God that are members of our parish. It
becomes most obvious whenever one of our members suffers a loss, such as the
death of Jack Lasher on August 11th. God’s love for the Lasher family was so
wonderfully demonstrated by the many ways in which you embraced them with
support. That’s what a community of faith does; we rejoice together and we
suffer together.

In the coming year I hope that this show of unity is not only strengthened, but
is extended beyond our church walls, to others who may not as of yet know
Christ, or feel the love of Christ in tangible, demonstrative ways. Programs and
activities help, but they are not a substitute for that genuine expression of God’s
love that can only be shown through our human kindness.

I look forward to another year of growth and deepening of faith together.

The Rev. Abraham D. Allende

Pastor
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Let the School Year Begin!

It is that time of year again. School will be starting, the leaves
will be turning, and a crisp breeze will be in the air. That can
only mean one thing at Lutheran Church of the Covenant: RALLY DAY.

Yes, the kick-off of the Sunday School year is scheduled for September 11. The
focus for 2011-2012 will focus on the elements of the worship service. Join the
Board of Education and the Sunday School Teachers in the Parish Hall after
worship and see what we have planned for this year.

Also new for 2010-2011 is the curriculum that will be used by our teachers.
Miss Tracy will be using “One Room Schoolhouse” for her elementary-grade
class. Mr. Dickey will be using “Bible Lessons for Youth” along with “The
Lutheran Handbook” and a DVD titled “Reform Traditions Lutheran” for the
teens. Pastor Allende will lead the Berean Bible Class in the Parish Hall.

Once again, Harry Werner will be offering an adult discussion class every
Sunday in the parlor. The focus of the group will be to take the Sunday lessons
and apply it to current events in our life, our families, our church, our country, and
the world. All our welcome.

Finally, I will be the substitute. That is, of course, until our congregations
grows with the addition of 3-6 year olds.

Jane Skowronski, Chairperson
Board of Education
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With end of summer comes the beginning of a new 'school' year for our
week-day bible study groups as well.

The Bible Breakfasts will resume on September 8, at 6:30 AM in the kitchen
overflow area. It's a great way to fit a bible class in to a busy work-week. Pastor
Allende leads the bible study and Don Schirmer serves up a great, hot breakfast.
This group meets on the second Thursday of each month.

On the first Wednesday of the month, the Women's Bible Study group meets in
the parlor at 11:30. Bring your lunch and your inquiring mind. This fall the class

continues its theme of Faith in Daily Life with an emphasis on life in communuity.
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The  Thrivent  Choice
Program allows members to
recommend where they want
their charitable outreach funds
to be directed. If you are
eligible for such fund, please

consider directing your
qualifying  funds to the
Lutheran  Church of the
Covenant.

An eligible member is one
who:
* Holds a Thrivent Financial
volunteer leadership position;
or
* Has $800 or more in annual
premiums of  qualifying
insurance products; or
* Has $20,000 or more in
contract value of qualifying
products.

, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans®

Let's thrive:

Generally, if you are eligible
to direct Choice Dollars, you
will receive a letter in the mail
at the point you become
eligible.

However, if you are unsure of
your eligibility, please login or
register to view your eligibility

and Choice Dollars at:
www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/
program.

Choice Dollars designated
during the calendar year may
be directed until March, 31 of
the following year.







